BLUMKA

Two Angels from a Coronation of the Virgin

Germany (Franconia or Swabia)
c. 1480-1490
Wood with original polychromy
Right angel: height 13 in., width: 14 1/2 in.
Left angel: height 13 in., width 12 1/2 in.
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Oscar Bondy, by restitution Elisabeth Bondy
Blumka, New York
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German art of the Late Gothic period witnessed remarkable developments in a variety of
art media. Wooden sculptures from the regions of Swabia and Franconia were acclaimed
for their craftmanship and ability to depict religious symbolism and profound emotion.
Angels were among the favorite subjects adorning altars, choir stalls and other areas of
worship. As in the case of our intricate angels emerging from clouds, the artists of the
time paid close attention to details of clothing, feathers, postures and faces. The use of
rich polychromy helped enhance their visual appeal, making them more lifelike and
attractive to the church audiences. Additionally, gilding would provide rich, shimmering
effect and underline the heavenly appearance. Originally, our angels were most probably
carrying a crown of the Virgin. They are depicted in a dynamic pose that emphasizes their
celestial nature.
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